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Dear Class of 2015:
Personally, and on behalf of the entire Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine (PCOM) community, we extend heartfelt congratulations to you - GA·
PCOM's 7th osteopathic medical graduating class. We are extremely proud of our
extr aordinary accomplishments.
You are about to embark on a wonderful journey of healing and touching the
lives of many. We wish you great s uccess and personal fulfillment as you promo te
and carry on the PCOM mission.
Please remember that you are and always be a member of the PCOM Famil y.
We look forward to sharing many successes with you in the clays and years ahead.
Best wishes always.
Sincerely,

r.d)L).-NJJ
JayS. Felds tein, D.O.
President
J SF/lml
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Dear class of2015;
It is with excitement that I have the opportunity to write to you on your graduation from the Georgia

Campus Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. It has been a privilege to share, in some small part
in your academic career to becoming an Osteopathic Physician. As Dean, I have the honor of signing yom
diploma, and placing ofyour hood acknowledging the completion of all your hard work.

We can all well remember your first day in Suwanee with your excitement and feeling of accomplishment
that you had obtained your goal of a becoming a physician. As the fust the larger class on campus you hac
the honor of taking GA PCOM into the next phase of its development as an outstanding Osteopathic
Medical program. This was not without the trepidation that goes along with any change. Your class set

til(

framework for the classes to follow. There was much hard work and many challenges ahead. You mad(
your way through SPOM and cadaver dissection and multiple other intense hard courses. Many hours weH
spent developing your sk ills and art as futme Osteopathic Physicians. All of yotu hard work paid ofT witt
great perfommnces on COMLEX and as clinical clerks in your third and fourth year.

We the fitculty arc proud to sec the residencies that you have earned by your years of hard work and

loo~

forward to hearing the accolades, we know arc forthcoming, concerning your performance as residents anc
eventual conmnmity leaders. We are honored to call you alumni ofGA-PCOM.

My Warmest Regards Always,

?'PC~
H. William Craver III DO, FACOS

625 OLD l'EAC H T tl EE tlOA O NW • SU WAN EE • GEORGIA

30 0 24 • www.pco m .cdu
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Boards of Trustees
Officers

John W. Kearney
Chairman

'87 - Dean and Chief
Academic Orficer,
Osteopathic Medicine

Assistant to the President,
Assistant Secretary
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Thomas J. Gravina
Vice Chairman

Peter Doulls, CPA
Vice President for Finance
Chief Financial Officer

Robert G. Cuzzollno, Ed.D.
Vice President for Graduate
Programs & Planning

Mark Okamoto, PharmD.
Dean and Chief Academic
Officer, School of
Pharmacy, GA PCOM"*'"

R. Bryan Ginn
Chief Campus Officer,
GA PCOM***

JayS. Feldstein, D.O. '81
President and CEO

Lisa M. McBride, Ph.D
Chief Diversity Officer

Lavina Lafferty
Executive Assistant to
the President and
Secretary

Members

James H. Blacl<
D.O., LL.D. (Hon)

Matthew 0. Elkes

J. Steven Blake
D.0. 189

John B. Bulger
D.O. '95, MBA***

The Honorable
Terry Coleman

Jay S. Feldstein,
D.O. '81, President
and CEO

Elizabeth Gosch,
Ph.D*

Thomas J . Gravina

John P. Kearney
D.O. '86**

Wayne T. Sil<es

Kenneth J. Veit
D.O. '76, MBA

Vincent Lobo
D.0.'65

A. Scott McNeal
D.O. '88

Joseph A. Dieterle
0.0.'70

Jerel A. Hopkins
Esquire***

Andrea D. Pedano
D.0.'90

Murray Zedecl<
D.0.'62

* Faculty Representative
**Alumni Representative
***Members of the PCOM Board only
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Faculty & Staff
Adwoa D. Aduonum, Ph.D.
Kimberly Baker, Ph.D.
Mark Beebe
Murray Berkowitz, D.O., M .A., M.S., M .P.H.
Skye Bickett, MUS, AHIP

Ashley Blackard
H. Keith Brow n, Ph.D., M.S.
Trina D. Bursey, M .Ed.
Bonnie Buxton, Ph.D.
Valerie Cadet, Ph.D.

Alisia Curtis
Lori Cushing
Lisa D' Addieco
Lisa D'Addieco
Charles Daniels, M.D., Ph.D

Akeem Davis
Ashley N. Davis
BarriDean, LPN
William Delp, D.O.
Meghan DiRito

Rolf Dzirson
Walter C. Ehrenfeuchter, D.O., F.A.A.O.
Regina Fleming, D.O.
Paula M . Gregory, D.O., M.B.A.
Shafik Habal, M.D.

Torrian Hall
Lori Hardy, Ph.D.
Tomia Harmon, M.D.
Kenneth Harrison
Esther Hew lett
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Michelle Ingram
Francis E. Jenney, Jr., Ph.D.
Joanne Jones, M.B.A.
Fred Katz, D.O., F.A.O.C.R.
Theresa Kocis

Harold Komiskey, Ph.D., D.A.B.T.
Kimura Leonard, M.Ed.
Elizabeth Levine, MA
Stacy Lewchuck
Tiarra Lewis, PHR. MHRM

Tiarra Lewis, PHR, MHRM
Huo Lu, Ph.D.
Patience Mason, M.Ed.
Brian M. Matayoshi, Ph.D.
Barbara Myers

Mary Owen, J.D., Ph.D.
Erica Rosalie
Ricahrd Saldivar. MUS
Michael J. Sampson, D.O.
Tamara Scaccia

Michael Selby, Ph.D.
Vlad Stanescu, M .D., M.Sc.
Leander Tice
Alisa Toney, M.S.
Russ Tzonev

Richard White, Ph.D.
Karim Zia Zaman. D.O.
Shu Zhu, M.D., Ph.D.

Lance Semien
Torrian Hall
Jimmy Matthew
Leander Tice
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Mission Statement:

We the Georgia
Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine D.O.
class of 2015 aspire to
broaden osteopathic
awareness and improve the
quality of life through
dedication, ethical and

altruistic medical practice
in the global community.

Farhad Amani, D.O.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Tamer A. Amer, D.O.
"For those of us climbing to the top of the food chain, there
can be no mercy. There is but one rule: hunt or be hunted."
-Francis Underwood
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Rajunder D. Balasuriya, D.O.
The first day I stepped into PCOM feels like not so long ago. Four· years went by fast. Looking
back at all the hard work, commitment, and dedication that we put in during the last four
years, we can be extremely proud of ourselves. I am sure that we all encountered many
obstacles and hurdles on our way. But through courage and determination, we overcame
those obstacles and here we are today celebrating. Words can't describe enough the joy and
happiness in our hearts. I would like to thank my parents, my wife, and my sister for all the
support and motivation they gave me throughout my journey. Congratulations class of2015!
It is the end of one chapter, but the beginning of a whole new voyage ... Good Luck to
everyone!
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Rachel H Benson, D.O.
The past four years have been extremely challenging, both mentally and physically. I could not
have made it through without my amazing friends and supportive family. My mother has truly
been my pillar of strength and a source of endless encouragement. She is both my rock and
my role model for whom I wish to be, and I cannot thank her enough for all she has done.
Along with my mother, my best friend and future husband has supported me tht-ough thick
and thin and always believed in me. I truly feel lucky to have such amazing people in my life. As
I move on to the next chapter in my medical education, I will always hold onto the joyful
memories and immense learning experiences from medical school. It is with excitement and a
small amount of terror and panic that I embark on an incredible journey, FINALLY as a
doctor!
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Kenneth Burl<, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of2015!
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J.R. Byrd, D.O.
When I began this process four years ago, I thought that I had a good idea of what things
would be like in medical school. It ended up being very different from what I expected. I was
also certain that when all was said and done that I would be an emergency medicine physician.
My career plans changed, and I ended up in orthopedics. It turned out that many of the things
I was certain about did not come to pass. Through it all, I found two things to be constant in
my life. The first was my wife's love and support, and the second was God's contml over my
life. Without either of those, I would not have made it to graduation. Thank you Michelle for
being an amazing wife and mother, and thank you God for blessing me beyond my wildest
dreams!
''For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope." Jeremiah 29:1 1

23

Michael Cellini, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Casey E. Coton, D.O., M.S.
"Everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of the human
freedoms-to choose one's attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose
one's own way."
Viktor E. Frankl
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San~

Dao, D.O.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Erin Marie Dauchy, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Jason B. Edwards, D.O.
To my parents - Thank you for believing in me even in my darkest of times. This moment
would not have been possible without your love and support.
Jess- Little sister, your perseverance is truly inspiring. I hope you know how proud I am of
you.
Daniel, Tabitha, Leigh , Sonja- This journey could not have been accomplished without your
support. Thank you for the laughs, smiles, and love that helped me through.
PCOM friends- I could not imagine finding better. Thank you for keeping me sane. I am only a
phone call away should any of you need me.
Jan - Thank you for your love, humor, and friendship. I love you.
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Richard J. Edwards, D.O.
I would like to take this opportunity t o thank all of those people who have
supported me throughout my journey wh ile here at PCOM. To my friends,
family, faculty and fellow classmates: From the bottom of my heart-Thank you!
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Jason Charles Evers, D.O.

"The Health does not end at death ... the body is the second
placenta" -A. T. Still MD, DO
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Jehan R. Feroz, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Lily Ghavi, D. 0.
Congratulations to the Class of2015!
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Grant Gibb, D.O.
I'm very grateful for such a loving spouse and supporting
parents. They have helped me more than they wil l ever know.
I look forward to seeing the great things my classmates will
accomplish!
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Joshua Hall, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Brandon Haubner, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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49

Geor~ia Hill,

D.O.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Saundra Y. Halseth, D.O.
"Energy and Persistence Conquer A ll Things"

-Benjamin Franklin

A perfect description of my journey through medical school, and I am sure the rest of my
medical journey.
As much work as I have put in I am excited and ready for that which lies ahead of me. I know
that I am the person I am because of the experiences that I have had in life and the amazing
people in it.
To my friends- you have always been so supportive ... ! am finally not a student in the traditional
form. Thank you for being there every t ime I needed it!
To my Family- t here would be no me without you! I love you all and am so grateful for
everything you have done for me. Thank you doesn't begin to express how appreciative I am
for all of you being apart of this amazing life I am living. You are always in my heart.
Here is to t he Class of 2015- may we be successful and humble in all that we do!
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Sai Hu, D.O.
The last four years of school have taught me so much about medicine, but even
more about life. I can't thank the people in my life enough for helping me reach
this milestone, because truly, I wouldn't have made it alone. I am so grateful my
family and friends have always stood beside me, picked me up when I fell, and
encouraged me every step of the way.
Thanks for helping me make my dream come true!!
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Miller C.

Jennin~s,

D.O.

I'd like to thank my parents for all their love and support, which got me to this
point. I could not have done this without you. I'd like to thank my wonderful
friends who stood by my side through all the peaks and valleys these last 4
years. What an experiment we have endured. I'd also like to thank my far
better half, my fiance Elizabeth; you have been my rock. The Georgia PCOM
Class of 2015 wi ll always hold a special place in my heart. "If we can take it. .. we
can make it". Go Cowboys!
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Andrew Jensen, D.O.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Mohammed "Moe" Kelli, D.O.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Caitlyn K. Kryston, D.O.
I would like to thank my husband and both our families for all
the support. I would also like to thank everyone who has
been part of my education these past four years.
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MorQan Manley, D.O.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Sean P.

McGre~or,

D.O., Pharm D.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Alexandra Mercel, D.O.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Leah Eve MicRelson, D.O., M.S.
Thank you to my mom and dad- 1treasure your love and
support. Mom, you are the (vegetarian) chicken soup for my
soul. Dad, I had fun.
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Scotty Newcomer, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Jacqueline

N~uyen,

D.O

"A Lannister always pays her school loans."
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Ashil<aben Patel, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Harsh H. Patel, D.O.
Thank you to all of my friends and family for the continuous support and motivation over the
years - it is because of that support I have been able to achieve everything I have wanted so
far in life.
My parents have always emphasized the value of hard work and determination and have
pushed me to go above and beyond my best at everything I do - thank you Mom and Dad.
I want to end with a quote dear to me: "The harder the conflict, the more glorious the
triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly..." -Sir Thomas Paine
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Sunny Patel, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!

90

Catherine Perrault, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Brent J. Portz, D.O.
"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times." - Charles Dickens.
Thank you, Mom and Dad for being equally there during both the best of times
and most challenging of times. Thank you to the rest of the family and friends for
just the same.
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Paul Pourhassani, D. 0.
"To know all of a bone in its entirety would close both ends of
an eternity."
-A.T. Still MD, DO
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Kristin "&rittni,. Robertson, D.O.

97

Christopher Scelsi, D. 0.
"We're still pioneers; we've barely begun. Our greatest
accomplishments cannot be behind us, because our destiny lies
above us." -Cooper from lnterstella
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Marl<

Sco~~ins,

D.O.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Gre~ory

P. Stoltzfus, D.O.

To my mom, thank you for the years of driving me to soccer practice, countless ca1·e
packages, and always supporting my dreams. I know w ithout the sacrifices you made I
wouldn't be the man I am today, and for that I am truly blessed. To my sister Jen, thank you
for being the supporiive voice I needed while navigating through high school and beyond. To
my dad, my best friend, thank you doesn't begin to describe how much you've impacted my
life. From our mission trip to Peru, through the uncertainty and frustration along this journey,
you've been my rock. Without you, today wouldn't be possible. To my new w ife Kristie, I
never imagined that I'd graduate medical school not on ly w ith a degree, but a soul mate as
well. I can't wait to share the next chapter or our lives together and see what the future
holds. To the bros, I'll always remember the shared misery in the library cubes. You helped
me through the lows more than you know and I'm lucky to have lifelong f1·iends like each of
you. Thank you to everyone, I love you.
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Allison Superneau, D.O.
"The task ahead of us is never as great as the power behind us"- Ralph Waldo Emerson
I would not be wl1ere I am today without those who accepted me at my strongest and
supported me at my weakest. I am forever grateful to those along this joumey who
challenged me, showed me kindness, and kept a smile on my face. To my family and
dearest friends I say from the bottom of my heart "Thank you" and "I love you".
I take with me not only the bittersweet, fond memories of the long nights on campus
filled with exhaustion, delirium, tears, and laughs but also the pTe-test rituals at Five
Guys and dinners at Taco Mac.
I send wholehearted well wishes to my fellow classmates as they move forward in therr
careers. May each of you experience the success and joys in life that you hope for most,
and when necessary siTnply Tecall Philippians 4:13.

103

Dina Taarea, D.O.

104

Leonardo Taarea, D.O.

105

Susan Taylor, D.O.
I couldn't have made it through medical school without the
support of my family and friends. Thank you for celebrating
with me, comforting me, and humoring me as I told you all
sorts of random medical facts. On to the next stage!
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Julian Trivino, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
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Wesley Devon Troyer, D.O.

108

Emily S. Ward. D.O.
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Kathryn White, D.O.
Congratulations to the Class of 2015!

110

-

I

Joshua D. Wilson, D.O.
Thank you to all who have supported me along the way. Especially to my wife,
mother and brother, who without I wou ld not be where I am today. Grace, I
love you more than you will ever know. I hope Daddy makes you proud.
"Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an extraordinary destiny"
- C.S. Lewis
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Shan "Sunshine'' Wu, D.O.

112

Anne Yi Chong
In Loving Memory of a Dear
Friend and Colleague

"If only we knew when people would leave our lives, maybe we would spend more
time with them & remind them how much we care. We'll miss you, sweet Anne!"
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Orientation Fun

11 6

Formal Over
the Years
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More formal
fun ...
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Club and
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Osteopathic Oath
I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I
am about to enter. I will be mindful of my
esponsibility to preserve the health and life of my
patients, to perform faithfully my professional
duties.
I

will be

vi~ilant

in aidin~ in the ~eneral welfare to
the community.

I will endeavor to worl< in accord with my
. collea~ues in a spirit of pro~ressive cooperation.
I will lool< with respect and esteem upon all those
who have tau~ht me my art. I will be loyal to my
colle~e and strive always for its best interests and
for the interests of the students who will come
after me. I will be alert to further the application
of basic biolo~ic truths and to develop the
principles of Osteopathic Medicine.
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PCOM
To The Class of 2015,
Congratulations! Our journey has molded us for greater good, and it was
exactly what it needed to be. While it has not been an easy, short, or
stress-free journey; it has been exciting, exhilarating, and absolutely the
road less traveled. Do not think that we have lost or forfeited our time as
there is no short-cut to life. It took each and every situation we have
encountered to bring us to whom we are today and where we are right now.
I have every faith that as we move forward on our separate journeys we will
continue to succeed , to do good in every life we touch , and to reflect on the
journey behind us as much as we look forward to where our journey will
take us in the future.

I wish you all the best with as much love, faith, and hope as I can gather.
Sincerely,
Bill Lancaster
OMS-IV
Class Chair
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine - Georgia Campus
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